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Long Beach WRAP
         Lesson Title or Topic:  

How can you increase the distance a toy car travels?
Program Leader: _____________________________          Date: __________


Grade Level: 3rd -5th 

School Site: __________________________

Materials Needed: (List)

1. books
2. cardboard

3. masking tape

4. toy cars
5. measuring tape or meter stick

Preparation Time:  5 min

Lesson time: 30 min
Content Standard(s) 
Collect data in an investigation and analyze data to make a logical conclusion.
What will be learned from this activity? (Objective) 

1. In this activity students will learn to explore ways to increase the distance a toy car travels.
Steps of the lesson: (Scientific Method of Investigation) 
Introduction: (Questions/Hypothesis): 

1. How will the steepness of a hill affect how far a car travels?  Form a hypothesis. 

Instruction: 

Activity: (Procedure) 

1. Stack 3 books on top of one another.  Tape one edge of the cardboard to the edge of the top book.  Tape the bottom edge of the cardboard to the floor.  The cardboard should look like a slide.

2. Put the toy car at the edge of the cardboard and let it go.

3. Measure: Place a piece of tape at the spot where the car stops moving.  Use the meter stick to measure the distance from the bottom of the cardboard to the tape. Record your measurement.

4. Add another book to the stack and repeat steps 2 and 3.  Continue adding books until you get to six books total.  Compare the distance the toy car travles each time.

Closure: (Conclusions/Results) 

1. What were the results? 

2. Have students make conclusions, ask them to share with their neighbor what caused the differences.  How did the steepness of the hill affect how fast the car traveled?  
3. Did your results support your hypothesis?
